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Overview  
 
Key screen images from the free-response section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam are 
included in this document. The actual exam includes other screens, such as message boxes and help 
screens, which students may view while taking the exam. On screens where the “Show Time” button 
appears, students have the option to display the time remaining to complete the task. The exam screens 
are dynamic, with changing information (e.g., audio progress bar, count-down clock), while the screen 
images that follow are static, representing a particular moment during the exam.   
 
Wherever Chinese text appears as reading material on the exam screen, it can be displayed in two 
versions: simplified characters and traditional characters. Therefore, this document includes both versions, 
which are labeled accordingly. This document also includes scripts for recorded material that students 
heard during the exam. When applicable, both simplified- and traditional-character versions of the 
recording scripts are included here as well. However, recording scripts are not provided for directions 
screens, where the audio portion matches verbatim the text appearing on the screen. 
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Simplified-character version 

 
 
Note: Students were able to view simplified- and traditional-character versions of the exam screen above. 
The traditional-character version of this screen is shown on the next page of this document. 
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Traditional-character version 

 
 
Note: Students were able to view simplified- and traditional-character versions of the exam screen above. 
The simplified-character version of this screen is shown on the preceding page of this document. 
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The following text is the simplified-character version of the recording script for the audio portion of the 
task shown in the previous screen image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but 
this text does not appear in the exam and is provided here for reference only. 
 
Writing Question 4 of 4 

N: Imagine you are sharing an apartment with some Chinese friends. You arrive home one day and 
listen to a message on the answering machine. The message is for one of those friends. You will 
listen twice to the message. Then relay the message, including the important details, by typing an 
e-mail to your friend. 

WA: 
  

[j nkuài] 956-8826

N: Now listen again. 

[Repeat] 

N: Now type an e-mail to your friend. 

(300 seconds) 
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The following text is the traditional-character version of the recording script for the audio portion of the 
task shown in the previous screen image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but 
this text does not appear in the exam and is provided here for reference only. 
 
Writing Question 4 of 4 

N: Imagine you are sharing an apartment with some Chinese friends. You arrive home one day and 
listen to a message on the answering machine. The message is for one of those friends. You will 
listen twice to the message. Then relay the message, including the important details, by typing an 
e-mail to your friend. 

WA: 

[j nkuài] 956-8826

N: Now listen again. 

[Repeat] 

N: Now type an e-mail to your friend. 

(300 seconds) 
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Note: Students saw the exam screen above for each of the individual questions that together compose this 
task. Only the screen image for the first question is shown here, but during the exam, each of the screens 
indicated the number of the question the students were responding to.  
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The following text is the simplified-character version of the recording script for the audio portion of the 
task shown in the previous screen image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but 
this text does not appear in the exam and is provided here for reference only. 
 
N: You will have a conversation with Wang Min, the manager of a Chinese restaurant, about a part-

time job waiting on tables. 

Speaking Question 1 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 2 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 3 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 4 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 5 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 6 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 



2008 AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 

Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents) 

15 

The following text is the traditional-character version of the recording script for the audio portion of the 
task shown in the previous screen image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but 
this text does not appear in the exam and is provided here for reference only. 
 
N: You will have a conversation with Wang Min, the manager of a Chinese restaurant, about a part-

time job waiting on tables. 

Speaking Question 1 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 2 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 3 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 4 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 5 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 

Speaking Question 6 of 8 
MA:  

[TONE] 

(20 seconds) 



2008 AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 

Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents) 

16 



2008 AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 

Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents) 

17 



2008 AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 

Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents) 

18 

 
The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen 
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but this text does not appear in the 
exam and is provided here for reference only. 
 
Speaking Question 7 of 8 
 
N: Choose ONE city in mainland China or Taiwan (Beijing, Shanghai, Taipei, etc.). In your 

presentation, describe this city in mainland China or Taiwan and explain its significance. 

N: You have four minutes to prepare your presentation. 

(240 seconds) 

N: You have two minutes to record your presentation. 

[TONE] 

(120 seconds) 
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The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen 
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but this text does not appear in the 
exam and is provided here for reference only. 
 
Speaking Question 8 of 8 
 
N: You have the opportunity to plan a day of activities to help a visiting group of high school students 

from China learn about life in a United States high school. In your presentation, describe the 
advantages and disadvantages of different options. Also, explain what you would do and why. 
Make sure that the content of your presentation reflects awareness of Chinese culture. 

N: You have four minutes to prepare your presentation. 

(240 seconds) 

N: You have two minutes to record your presentation. 

[TONE] 

(120 seconds) 


