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This is an overview of the AP Chinese Language and Culture
Exam. This presentation will provide you with a preview of
the question types and directions screens that you'll see on
exam day.

The exam is administered in school on school-owned
computers through an exam application. On exam day, you
will follow directions spoken by the proctor. During various
parts of the exam, you will also read on the screen, listen
through a headset, type using the keyboard, and speak into a
microphone. Read the information on the screens carefully.
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Exam Format

The exam will take approximately two hours and 15 minutes to
complete. The exam has two sections. This includes a
10-minute break between Sections | and Il.

Section | consists of multiple-choice content.
Part A: Listening
Part B: Reading

Section Il, the free-response section, requires you to produce

written and spoken responses.
Part A: Writing
Part B: Speaking
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About This Presentation

This overview does not present an entire exam but does
include questions that represent the various parts of the
regular exam.

The screen images in this presentation are from the practice
exam, which is available through the exam application.
Some screen images in this presentation include an Exit
Part button, but this button will not appear in the regular
exam.

This presentation includes screens where some details,
such as references to the number of questions or
administration time, refer to the practice exam and do not
match the regular exam.

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview




The following image shows the Enter Student Information screen that
you'll complete in place of an answer sheet on exam day.

At the start of the exam, students need to acknowledge they have
read and agreed to the AP Exam Terms and Conditions.

g

€ CollegeBoard AP

Enter Student Information  *Required field
APID School Code
UYVOXYWV @ Edit o012

Last Name * Middle Initial

First Name *

Date of Birth *

AP Chinese Language and Culture

Certification Statement *

D Iagree to the AP Exam Terms and Conditions available at cb.org/apexamterms. I understand that there are serious consequences
for violating these Terms and Conditions. I certify that I am the person whose information appears in this exam application
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© CollegeBoard | AP’ At the beginning

of the exam, you

General Directions ShOUId read the
General Directions

The table in the "At a Glance" section that follows provides an overview of the exam, showing the number of questions and ]

amount of time for each part and the contribution of each part to the final AP score. The first section of the exam contains several Ca refu I Iy (CO ntl n U ed

listening tasks and reading tasks, which test your ability to use Chinese in the interpersonal and interpretive modes of

communication. In this multiple-choice section, select one answer choice by selecting an oval (O or anywhere on the answer On neXt page)

choice. To change an answer, select a different answer choice. To leave a question unanswered after you have selected an

answer, select the selected answer choice again to deselect it. The total score on the multiple-choice section is based only on the
number of questions answered comectly. Points are not deducted for incorrect answers or unanswered guestions. The second
section of the exam contains 4 free-response tasks, which test your ability to use Chinese in the interpersonal and presentational
modes of communication. You will type your responses for the writing tasks, and your responses for the speaking tasks will be
recorded. Various tasks in the exam will also test your knowledge of Chinese culture.

You have some choices for reading and writing in Chinese. The display and input options you select will have no effect on your
score. Chinese text on the screen can be displayed in simplified characters or in traditional characters, and you may toggle
between the two versions if necessary. When typing your responses in the Writing part of the exam, you may choose from the
following 3 input methods: Pinyin Simplified, Pinyin Traditional, and Bopomofo.

The proctor should have provided you with scratch paper and a pencil, which you may use to take notes and to organize your
responses. You must return the scratch paper and pencil to the proctor at the end of the exam.

At a Glance

The following table summarizes the exam format. The total time listed for each section takes into account time for reading
directions, moving from question to question, etc. As a result, the estimated time for each section may be greater than the sum of
the estimated times for each part.

Note: The directions throughout the exam regarding timing for specific questions reflect the standard timing. If you have been
approved for extended time, the adjusted timing for applicable parts of the exam will be reflected accurately on the clock that
appears on the screen.
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You have some choices for reading and writing in Chinese. The display and input options you select will have no effect on your
score. Chinese text on the screen can be displayed in simplified characters or in traditional characters, and you may toggle
between the two versions if necessary. When typing your responses in the Writing part of the exam, you may choose from the
following 3 input methods: Pinyin Simplified, Pinyin Traditional, and Bopomofo.

The proctor should have provided you with scratch paper and a pencil, which you may use to take notes and to organize your
responses. You must return the scratch paper and pencil to the proctor at the end of the exam.

At a Glance

The following table summarizes the exam format. The total time listed for each section takes into account time for reading
directions, moving from question to question, etc. As a result, the estimated time for each section may be greater than the sum of
the estimated times for each part.

Note: The directions throughout the exam regarding timing for specific questions reflect the standard timing. If you have been
approved for extended time, the adjusted timing for applicable parts of the exam will be reflected accurately on the clock that
appears on the screen.

Number of Percent of Approximate
Section Question or Task Type Questions or Tasks Total Score Time
Approximately 1 hour,
Multiple Choice 70 Questions 50% 30 minutes
T . Rejoinders 10-15 10% 10 minutes
Part A: List:
antA-tHistening Listening Selections 15-20 15% 10 minutes
Part B: Reading Reading Selections 35-40 25% 1 hour
Free Response 4 Tasks 50% 45 minutes
Part A: Writing Storlearraliun 1 quesl!on 15% 15 m!nutes
E-Mail Response 1 guestion 10% 15 minutes
Part B: Speakin Conversation 6 questions 10% 4 minutes
pe 9 Cultural Presentation 1 guestion 15% 7 minutes

There may also be survey questions, which do not affect your score.

Select Continue to go on.
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Hardware Check

Before the exam begins, we will check the headset and microphone volumes. Please make sure your headset is on and your

microphone is placed in front of your mouth.

Select Continue to go on.
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Before the first
part of the exam,
you will check that
your headset and
microphone are
working properly.
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Listening

Listening Part Directions

You will answer two types of questions: rejoinders and questions based on listening selections.

For all the tasks, you will have a specific amount of response time. A clock at the top of the screen will show you how much time is
remaining to respond. The clock will not count down while you are listening. The clock will count down only while you are answering

questions.

When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to previous questions.

Select Continue to go on.
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The multiple-choice
section begins with
Part A: Listening.
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Listening

©) CollegeBoard APJ ] © €

Listening Part Directions: Rejoinders

You will hear several short conversations or parts of conversations followed by four choices, designated A. B, C. and D. Choose the
one that continues or completes the conversation in a logical and culturally appropriate manner. You will have 5 seconds to answer
each guestion.

You will now begin this part.

Select Continue to go on.
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Part A: Listening—
Rejoinders

After hearing each
short conversation
or parts of a
conversation, you
should choose the
most logical and
culturally
appropriate
response

to continue or
complete the
exchange.
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Listening | Question 1 of 12

You will hear the first part of a conversation, and then four possible responses,
labeled A through D. After you have heard all four possible responses, select your

choice.

YYou may play this audio 1 time.

O A
O B
O c
O DD
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An audio progress
bar appears
whenever you hear
audio material
through your
headset.
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Listening

Listening Part Directions: Selections

You will listen to several selections in Chinese. For each selection, you will be told whether it will be played once or twice. You may
take notes as you listen. Your notes will not be graded. After listening to each selection, you will see guestions in English. For each
question, choose the response that is best according to the selection. You will have 12 seconds to answer each question

You will now begin this part.

Select Continue to go on.
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Part A: Listening—
Listening
Selections
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Listening

Voice message

Selection plays two times.

n@- 2 R

You may play this audio 1 time_
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Listening | Question 6 of 12

@ Show Time

What is the purpose of the message?

O To arrange a medical appointment
O To ask for directions to the hospital
O To cancel a previous engagement

O To recommend a movie
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Reading Part Directions

You will read several selections in Chinese. Each selection is accompanied by a number of questions in English. For each question,
choose the response that is best according to the selection.

Wherever Chinese text appears for you to read, it can be displayed either in simplified characters or in traditional characters, and
you may toggle between the two versions if necessary.

You will have 10 minutes to answer all the questions. A clock on the screen will indicate how much time is remaining.

You can move to the next guestion by selecting Next. You can skip questions or go back to them later as long as there is time
remaining. If you want to return to previous questions, select Back.

For later review, you can mark a question by selecting Mark, which will place a check mark in the Marked column on the review
screen for that question. Selecting Mark again will remove the check mark. A question will remain marked until you unmark it, even
if you change the answer.

You can select Review at any time, and the review screen will indicate which questions you have answered and which you have
not answered. The Marked column indicates all questions you have marked for review. From the review screen, you may go
directly to any question.

You will now begin this part

Select Continue to go on.
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The multiple-choice
section continues
with Part B: Reading.

During the Reading
part, you may access
the Help screens.

NOTE: The clock
does not stop when
viewing the Help
screens. The more
time you spend on
Help, the less time
you have to answer
questions.
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Testing Tools

Next

4

z
B

Select Return to go on.

Testing Tools How to Scroll | General Directions | Part Directions

After you answer a question, select Next. You may still return to the question and change your answer
after selecting Next

Selecting Back will take you to the previous screen or question.

Selecting Exit Part will skip ahead to the next part. The Exit Part button will not appear in the regular
exam.

Selecting Help will bring you to Help. From Help you can get information on different topics by selecting
one of the tabs on the screen. You are now in Help.

Selecting Review will allow you to access the Review screen. The Review screen lists all of the
questions in the reading part and their status. The Status column indicates if a question has been
answered, not answered, or not encountered. The Mark column shows all questions you have marked
for review. The question you were on last is selected and highlighted when you enter the Review screen.

Selecting Mark will place a check mark on the Review screen next to the questions you may want to
review again. Selecting Mark again will remove the check mark. A guestion will remain marked until you
unmark it, even if you change the answer.
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This is an
example of a Help
screen.

Select Return to
go back to the
exam questions.

17



¥ CollegeBoard

AP

Reading | Question 1 of 5

Questions 1 through 3.

Read this note.

AN ¢

PRbF Y PR SRt Bl T, ERA B fRalfEif
ANEIIE S A R T, VR R B SR I IO () A7 e A
gl B LIPS RERT T AN, M B PSR R R T
INEF, AR B ERAT S e IR R AR RIS
fRITHLLE, FiE— P b LB AR .

m
pf

8H 29H

witch to Traditional Exit Part

5

]

‘Malt|Rmm‘ Help‘

O n ©

o Show Time

Why does Zhang Hong assume (henlggelling does
not know about the new library schedule?

O Xiao Ming has been preoccupied with
writing his thesis.

O Xiao Ming has been doing an off-campus
research project.

O Xiao Ming had gone home for the post-
exam break.

O Xiao Ming just returned from a trip abroad.
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Throughout the
exam, whenever
Chinese text is
displayed for you
to read (e.g., each
selection in the
Reading part and
one selection in
the Writing part),
you can use a
button to toggle
between the text in
traditional or
simplified
characters.
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Reading | Question 4 of 5 © Show Time

Questions 4 and 5.

Read this public sign. Where would the sign most likely appeal®

O 1In a department store

e 5 W) ] B 5 135 1] JEL Ak

O Inapark

O At anewsstand

O 1Inalibrary
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During the
Reading part,
selecting the
Review option
will allow you to
review the
status of each
question.
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Reading | Question 4 of 5
Review

This page presents information about questions in the current section. You may sort the questions by Number, Status, and
Marked. The question you were on is selected and highlighted by default. Questions you have encountered have a status of
Answered or Not Answered. Questions you have not encountered have a status of Not Encountered. Marked guestions are
indicated with a .

You will be unable to go to questions that have a status of Not Encountered

5 Questions Sorted by Number in Ascending Order

To return to the question you were on, select Return. To go to a different question, select that question and select Go to Question.

Go to Questicn

@

O Show Time

Question * Description Status Marked
1 Why does Zhang Hong assume that Xiac Ming does not know Not Answered
2 How does Zhang Hong feel about the schedule change? Not Answered
3 How does the new library schedule differ from the old one? Not Answered
4 Where would the sign most likely appear? Not Answered

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

This is the Review
screen, which allows
you to check the
status of each
question.

Select Return to go
back to the exam
questions.
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There will be a
10-minute break
between the
multiple-choice and
free-response
sections.

You must wait for
the proctor’s
instructions before
beginning the break.

After the break, you
must wait for the
proctor’s instructions
before resuming the
exam.
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Writing Part Directions

You will be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the
purpose and the person described.

Wherever Chinese text appears for you to read, it can be displayed either in simplified characters or in traditional characters, and
you may toggle between the two versions if necessary.

In this part of the exam, you can choose your desired input method for typing your responses in Chinese by selecting Pinyin
Simplified, Pinyin Traditional, or Bopomofo from the drop-down list.

A clock at the top of the screen will show you how much time is remaining to write your response.
When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to previous questions.
You will now begin this part.

Select Continue to go on.
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The free-response
section begins with
Part A: Writing.

During the Writing
part, you may
access the Help
screens.

NOTE: The clock
does not stop when
viewing the Help
screens. The more
time you spend on
Help, the less time
you have to answer
questions.
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Writing Tools Information

Following is an overview of the writing tools and keyboard keys available to you during the exam. These tools and keys will help
you write your essay

Tools:

Cut—To delete something you have typed or cut it out in order to paste it elsewhere

@ select the text
@ select Cut

Paste—To put text in a different location

select the text

select Cut

go to the spot where you want to place the text
select Paste

Note: You can only Cut and Paste within a response to a question, not between responses to different
questions.

Undo—select Undo to reverse or cancel your last action. Each time you select Undo, it reverses one more action.

Redo—select Redo to reverse the action of the Undo command. Each time you select Redo, it reverses one more Undo
command.

Character Count—Select Hide Character Count to remove the character count. Select Show Character Count to show the
character count.

Input Method—You can choose your desired input method for typing your responses in Chinese by selecting Pinyin Simplified,
Pinyin Traditional, or Bopomofo from the drop-down list.

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

This is an example
of a Help screen.

Select Return to
go back to the
exam questions.
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Writing | Question 1 of 2 @ Show Time

Directions: In this task, you will be asked to write in Chinese for a specific purpose and to a specific person. You should write in as
complete and culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the person described.

. i . Cut || Paste || Undo || Redo | Pinyin Simplified  ~ Hide ChnracterCountl 0
The four pictures present a story. Imagine you are writing the story to \—”—”—”—I

a friend. Narrate a complete story as suggested by the pictures. Give
your story a beginning. a middle. and an end.

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

In the Writing
parts of the
exam, you can
choose your
desired input
method for
typing responses
in Chinese by
selecting Pinyin
Simplified,
Pinyin
Traditional, or
Bopomofo from
the drop-down
list.
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Writing | Question 2 of 2 L) Show Time

Directions: In this task, you will be asked to write in Chinese for a specific purpose and to a specific person. You should write in as o
complete and culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the person described.

Cut‘ Paste‘ Undo‘ Redo‘ | Pinyin Simplified Hide Character Count‘O

Read this e-mail from a friend and then write a response.

BN EHE
EHEM: REEELF

. J o i

I o [ 4 i 52

77 IRfEEEER

TR, AalfiE

kLS, HUE NS L
o fE L

A LSR5
S
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You can toggle to
display the e-mail
in simplified
characters or
traditional
characters.

(Your typed
response will
appear in
simplified
characters or in
traditional
characters
according to
which option you
selected from the
drop-down
menu.)
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Speaking Part Directions

You will participate in a simulated conversation and make a presentation.

For the presentation, you will have a specific amount of preparation time. During the preparation time, a clock will show you how

much time is remaining.

For both tasks, you will have a specific amount of response time. During the response time, a clock will show you how much time is

remaining.

When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to previous questions.

Your cue to start speaking will always be this tone.

Select Continue to go on.
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| The free-response

section continues
with Part B:
Speaking.

Before beginning
this part, you will
perform another
headset and
microphone check.

You should record
your responses at a
normal speaking
level.
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Speaking Part Directions: Conversation

You will participate in a simulated conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will have 20 seconds to record. You should
respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

There will be six times when it is your turn to speak.
You will now begin this part.

Select Continue to go on.

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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Speaking | Question 1 of 7

Directions: You will participate in a simulated conversation. You will hear a
series of 6 questions or statements; after each question or statement, you will
hear a tone signifying that it is your turn to speak. You will have 20 seconds to
record each response. You should respond as fully and as appropriately as
possible. When vou are ready to begin, select the Continue button.

You will have a conversation with Huang Lihua, an interviewer, about your
application for a scholarship to study in China.

You may no longer play this audio.

O 00:00:20

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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Speaking Part Directions: Cultural Presentation

You will be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine you are making an oral presentation to your Chinese class

Exit Part

Volme
)

First, you will read and hear the topic for your presentation. You will have 4 minutes to prepare your presentation. Then you will

have 2 minutes to record your presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible.
You will now begin this part

Select Continue to go on.

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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Speaking | Question 7 of 7

Directions: You will be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine you are making an oral presentation to your Chinese
class. First, vou will hear and read the topic for vour presentation. The time you will have to prepare vour presentation is indicated on
the clock. You will then have 2 minutes to record your presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible.

Choose ONE Chinese food that is associated with a particular holiday (moon cake, zongzi, efc.). In your
presentation, describe this food that 1s associated with a particular holiday and explain its significance.

You may no longer play this audio.

Preparation Time: 4 Minutes
Response Time: 2 Minutes

PREPARATION TIME

00:04:00

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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End of Exam

Your exam administration is now complete.

Select Continue to go on.

1 At the end of the

exam, you'll click
Continue on the
End of Exam
screen. Next, the
End of Session
screen will appear
for a few seconds
before the exam

application closes.

End of session.

2021 AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

After the exam,
do not touch
the computer.

Sit quietly and wait
for the proctor to
dismiss all students
at the same time.
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If you’d like more information about the AP Chinese Language
and Culture Exam or the AP Exam administration, refer to the
following resources:

The AP coordinator of the school where you will be testing
can provide you with more information about the exam
schedule, what to bring on exam day, and any pre-exam-
day activities.

Visit the AP Chinese Language and Culture pages at
apstudents.org/courses to see the complete course
description as well as free-response questions and scoring
guidelines from last year’'s exam.

Read the AP Exam Terms and Conditions at
cb.org/apexamterms.
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